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Comparison of Civilizations and Cultural Self-Consciousness: Striding Toward a
Comparative Historical Sociology of “Harmony in Diversity” Li Rongshan « 162 «

For a long time, comparative historical sociology has been mired in the Weberian
question of “Why didn’t non-Western societies develop modern capitalism?” and has
failed to ask questions based on the main body of Chinese civilization. In order to
rationally speak out about Chinese truths, we need to re-ask questions based on
Chinese civilization itself and critically evaluate the gains and losses of Weber’ s
comparative historical sociology. It is necessary to adopt the internal perspective of

¢

Chinese civilization and reconstruct its ideal type from two dimensions: “ world
image” and “interests.” Due to its strengths in teachings about human nature,
Chinese civilization has been able to open up a path of governance by rites which is
“heart to heart” and which contributes to the world the universalism of true harmony
in diversity. This will help recreate a consensus among civilizations and build a global

society of harmony in diversity.

Documentary Collation and Chinese Book Culture as Seen in the Bamboo Slips and
Writing on Silk from the Warring States Period and the Qin and Han Dynasties
Yang Bo « 183 »

The excavation of bamboo slips and writing on silk from the Warring States
period and Qin and Han dynasties provides a material source for understanding the
state of documentary collation prior to Liu Xiang s collating work and reveals the
richness of Chinese written culture. The phenomena of “different forms of the same
text ,” “different texts in the same volume.” and “many copies of the same text,”
and forms of documentary collation such as the goujiao, heji, and tishi of the
bamboo slips, as well as the division, classification, and ordering of the early Han
dynasty legal code, all show that the collation of books by Liu Xiang and others was
done following contemporary conventions. The wooden tally or lu served in part as a
“catalog” (mulu ) of the ancient texts. It was a simple and quick way to get a whole
picture of the information, whether through browsing the contents of the classics by
reading the titles recorded on wooden tablets or by accessing the information on
money and goods recorded in account books. Ordering was the most important
process in the collation of the classical works, and was the key to the emergence of
the true sense of mulu. The fixed and widely accepted order of titles was the basis for
the standardization of the sequence of classical texts. The various forms of mu and lu
as seen in the bamboo slips and silk from the Warring States Period and the Qin and
Han dynasties reflect the diverse development and evolution of classical texts in early
Chinese book culture. Specifically, in the three documents found in the tomb of the
Marquis of Haihun, we see not only mu and lu, but also mulu which are explicitly

b

“individual text titles.” The documents from the tomb actually show the

documentary development and evolution of the early culture of classical works.
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