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Marxist Theory of “Five Social Formations”

is in Line with Historical Reality
— With a Review on Qutline of Chinese Social Formation History

Zhang Shunhong Zhen Xiaodong

Abstract The history of social formations is significant, and more research work must be done. Outline
of Chinese Social Formation History is the first monograph and the first textbook on the history of Chinese
social formations in recent decades, which is indeed of great importance. This work firmly adheres to the
Marxist theory of “five social formations”; it makes a concise and systematic investigation and analysis of the
evolution history of Chinese social formations; and it complies well with the principle of “upholding rightness
and promoting innovation, ” Marxist theory of “five social formations” is in line with historical reality. It is un-
tenable for some Chinese scholars to deny the theory of “five social formations” and deny that China once un-
derwent slave society or feudal society. Chinese history is a part of world history; the first state in human his-
tory was a state of slavery, that is, a slave society. The evolution of social formations should be viewed from
a perspective of the long course of historical development. Adhering to the theory of “five social formations” is
actually to respect the objective facts of history, is conductive to a deeper understanding of the current trend of
world development, and is an essential ideological requirement for adhering to the road of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics.

Key Words Theory of Five Social Formations; Social Sormation; Slave Society; Chinese History;

World History
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