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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

era family law inherited traditional political values such as “revering Heaven and
honoring ancestors” and “diligent governance with benevolence toward the people.”
In terms of governance, it simultaneously adopted, integrated, and controlled
Han Chinese institutions and elites to safeguard the absolute dominance of the
Manchus, while also integrating Qing imperial authority into the orthodox lineage
of Chinese dynastic rule, thereby subsuming moral orthodoxy (daotong) under
political legitimacy (zhitong). From the post-Qianlong period onward, Qing family
law entered a period of continuity—marked increasingly by rigidity and decline.
This deterioration stemmed not only from institutional factors embedded within the
family law itself but also from the ruling elite’s loss of capacity to adapt flexibly to

changing circumstances.

“Old Mandate” and “New Mandate”: A Study of Two Concepts of Mandate of
Heaven in the “Old State” of the Zhou Dynasty // Wang Qi

In the study of the concept of the Mandate of Heaven in the Shang and Zhou
dynasties, the academic community generally believes that a clan polity or a state
can only obtain one kind of “the Mandate of Heaven”. Taking the example of “Houji
receiving the Mandate of Heaven”, people in the Western Zhou period had already
recognized that the Mandate of Heaven can be distinguished as “old” and “new”. “Old
Mandate of Heaven” is often related to the achievements of the founder of the clan
polity, and the Mandate of Heaven possessed by the founder may be termed the “Old
Mandate of Heaven”; “New Mandate of Heaven” refers to the mandate obtained by the
clan polity in its development and growth process, which makes it the common ruler
of the world. Therefore, for the Zhou state, there were both “an old state with an old
mandate” and “an old state with a new mandate”.This notion of an “old state with an
old mandate” constituted an explanatory framework and formed a theoretical system
explaining the origin of the clan polity by the ancients. It must not have emerged only in
the Western Zhou period, but had existed since ancient times. Based on this, this article
presents a new understanding of the origin of the Mandate of Heaven in the “old state”.

From Institutions to Institutional Costs: Paths and Integration of Research on

Imperial Examination Funding // Ding Xiuzhen
Since the 1950s and 1960s, scholars first explored the meaning of imperial
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