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“calligraphy”. The artistic genealogy of calligraphy is more a rewriting of the political and legal genealogy of cal-

ligraphy by modern and contemporary scholars.

Keywords: calligraphy, major power, unified characters, institutional functions, local knowledge

Levenson’s “Razor”: Traditional Culture and Universality 109
Zhao Jin'gang

Abstract: The shift of universality, a point presented by Joseph Levenson in his Confucianism China and Its Mod-
ern Fate, has a razor effect on the traditional culture in modern China. A student of John King Fairbank, Leven-
son has also been influenced by the China studies of Max Weber. Through a comprehensive study of Confucian-
ism and pre-modern China, he concludes that, after entering modern times, Confucianism has ceased to be the
universal principles of Chinese societies and has been resigned to the museum. In its place is the spirit of the
modern world. He believes that in the maxim of “adopting Western knowledge for its practical uses while keep-
ing Chinese values as the core” as well as in the narratives of nationalism, traditional universality has given way
to the new universal values. Therefore, in his opinion, any defence of the tradition on the grounds of “nationali-
ty” or “uniqueness” is moot. While disputable, Levenson’s “singular universality” is worth examination from
different angles. How to understand traditional universality and its relationship with Marxism is a question that

should be in our mind when we are facing the “razor” of Levenson.

Keywords: Joseph Levenson, universality, Confucianism, modern

Comparative Craft in Case-Oriented Research: Philosophical Basis and Analytical Approach 121
You Yu & Chen Chao

Abstract: The case-oriented approach discussed in this paper refers to the methodological system that aims to es-
tablish sufficient and necessary conditions (combined) or explore causal mechanisms through either cross-case
comparison or within-case analysis. It mainly includes within-case causal analysis, small-N comparative study,
and qualitative comparative analysis (QCA), all for the purpose of theoretical construction and causal inference.
This paper argues that the case-oriented approach is gradually developed from comparative methodology and
the confrontation between quantitative and qualitative approaches. To carry out a case-oriented research, re-
searchers must first understand the philosophical basis of the case-oriented approach which mainly follows “reg-
ularity and deterministic” causality (such as in small-N comparative study or QCA) or “mechanismic and deter-
ministic” causality (such as in the process-tracing method). The key value of the case-oriented approach lies in re-
vealing the specific logical causality between things rather than simple variable correlations. Once the ontological

and methodological characteristics of the case-oriented approach are clarified, it will not be difficult for research-



