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The Press in the Late Qing Dynasty and the Rise of
Nationalism Reflected in the Idea of “an Imagined China”

JIANG Hong

Abstract: The late Qing dynasty witnessed a surge in nationalism as a result of the boom of new in—
tellectuals the development of modern press and the shaping of press styles. In those days the press
transformed the image of china from “a supreme regime under heaven” to “a country among the world of
nations”. With the help of the press modern Chinese came to realize the evolutionary rather than cycli—
cal nature of historical development. The press was expected to facilitate communication within the empire
and between china and the world to establish a national identity by cultivating national spirit to save the
nation by transforming the way of thinking and to serve the country by taking an independent and appro—
priate stance. All of these endeavors aimed at the construction of a modern nation and the propagation of
“an imagined China” which made the press the engine and vector for the boom of nationalism.

Key words: the late Qing dynasty; modern press; nationalism; nation state; national identity; mo—
dernity; newspaper history; journalistic history
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