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ABSTRACTS

What Are the Structural Differences Between Sino-Japanese Traditional Political Cultures?
Ge Zhaoguang
By comparing Sino-Japanese political culture, this history paper analyzes the structural differences
between the two cultures, discusses these structural differences and their implications from three
perspectives. The first part, “Imperial Power and Revolution”, starts with the Confucian theory of the
“Tang-Wu Revolution”. By taking the changing regimes in China and the “Unbroken Imperial Line” ( J7
—%) in Japan as objects, this part analyzes the differences in the source of power legitimacy, political
power structure, and the absolutism-relativism in political ethics between traditional China and Japan. This
part also focuses on whether the path of political transformation can only be led by revolution, or can
alternatively be accomplished by reformation. The middle part, “ Commandery-County System and
Feudalism” points out the gap in state-local relations between traditional China and Japan. Unified Chinese
state power after the Qin and Han dynasties, with the help of the commandery-county system and the
bureaucracy provided by the imperial examination system, takes overall control of the local like capillary
action. Premodern Japan tried to establish the State of Law and Statutes ( Ritsuryd State/ 4 [E %) with
the existence of Kuge( /A% ) and Buke (1X%¢), yet the powerful vassal-like forces are persistent in the
local. This raises the question of to what extent the state structural differences led to the differences in fate in
the process of their respective road toward modernization. The last part, “Kingship and Shinto/Buddhist
Deities” , drawing from historical religious sources, discusses the disparity in religion-state relations in
traditional China and Japan. This part indicates that political power in China must and always prevail,
Buddhism and Taoism can only be territories beyond the secular world. But Japanese religion, on the other
hand, has historically formed Jike (¥ %Z), an extremely powerful force with strong impact on Japan's
politics. From this perspective onwards, it may further be noted that this differentiation and discrepancy in
the religion-state relation affects the respective directions of Japan, China, and Europe on their way toward

modernity, and has shaped their distinct foundations in political legitimacy.

“Continuing the Life of Hefen” as the Academic Ideal of Chen Yinko's Life Guan Aihe

In history, there is a saying that Wang Tong taught Hefen at the end of the Sui Dynasty, preached and
solved doubts, cultivated talents, and died in the Tang Dynasty. Chen Yinko's article “On Han Yu”
published in 1954 reiterated the contributions of Wang Tong and Han Yu to the reform of Confucianism, and
believed that Wang and Han’s contributions were both the continuation of the Chinese academic inheritance
in different times. “Continuing the life of Hefen” is the academic ideal of Chen Yinko’s life. He believes
that there are two academic paths for “continuing life in Hefen” : one is to keep the legacy of the sages, and
the culture continues, and the other is to learn from the younger generation. This kind of academic ideal of
“waiting for the first” , whether in the dilemma of fleeing to run a school under the fire, or in the adversity
of the life of a blind individual, Chen Yinko had a good perseverance. As a practitioner and seeder of
modern Chinese academics, Chen Yinko deliberately transformed the concepts of “life extension” and

“academic independence” into the consensus of the university and society, guiding future-educated talents,
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