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From the Debates About Hua and Yi to the Identification of Values:Re-examining

the Confucian View of Tianxia

Zeng Zhenyu and Liu Feifei

Abstract: The debates about Hua( )and Yi( )resorted to ritual civilization as the mechanism of transformation and
emphasized on the accessibility of China. The resulting pattern of “pluralistic integration” induced the scholars to insist
on the “theory of civilized nation” in response to the western nation-state narrative. But it couldn’t be regarded as the
real criticism against the nation-state narrative. In ancient China, people upheld the view of Tianxia (all-under-heaven) ,
which was different from the state narrative. The Confucian view of Tianxia regarded benevolence and justice as values
recognized by both Hua and Yi. It emphasized the pursuit of righteousness by advocating virtue and morality and loving
others. It hoped the government would win the hearts and minds of people,and overcome the intimidating hue of the
state by implementing a benevolent policy. Based on the debate about Hua and Yi, people of the Song dynasty made
great efforts to shape the “view of China”. They held little expectation for the identification of values of all-under-
heaven. The dimension of the value identification of Tianxia was made possible only through the transformation of the
public-private distinction. Its touch on identity, personality and rights was the reaffirmation and proof of “Tianxia
belongs to everyone under heaven”. For the ancients, “Tianxia” and “state” were two fundamentally opposite values,
and confusion of them even brought about the overthrow of dynasty. For modern people, “Tianxia” and “state”
represent two civilizations and historical forms. Whether the concept of “Tianxia” can be changed to the concept of
“nation state” is a matter of transition from ancient to modern times.

Keywords: View of Tianxia;Debates about Hua and Yi;Benevolence and Justice; Nation State; Theory of Civilized State
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