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The Re-construction of a Civilized-world: Mencius’ Confucianism on
Benevolence-righteousness and the Complex of Polis-paideia
ZHANG Guangsheng

Abstract: Mencius’ discourse of Benevolence-righteousness was put forward at the turbulent times in
China’s Warring States Period. Yet its theoretical context was the re-construction of a civilized-world. Based on
his Confucianism of Benevolence-righteousness, Mencius re-found the theory of mind and human nature for the
cause of rebuilding a political civilization that follows the ancient kings’ principle of “bonding polis with paideia”.
Benevolence-righteousness is not the commandment by the will of Heaven but the virtue of human disposition.
Both the noble virtues of gentlemen and the ordinary virtues of common people rely on the self-consciousness
of one’s own disposition and the growth of one’s understanding originating from affection. In contrast to both the
aspiration of moral idealism in Mozi’s theory and the despair of political nihilism in Yangzhu’s doctrine, Mencius’
theory of Benevolence-righteousness offered a middle way of moral realism, namely, to conduct the “commiserating
government” with the “commiserating heart”. Benevolence-righteousness, and the complex of polis-paideia, could
not forcefully re-construct the human ethics in an overall way as the will of Heaven. Gentlemen could only break
the way of re-creating the civilization through the journey of self-correction. This effort of restoring the principle by
weighing the adaptability in specific circumstances requires one to follow the natural disposition of human beings, acquire
the knowledge of the kind, and foster the differential affections for different people.

Keywords: A Civilized-world; Benevolence-righteousness; the Complex of Polis-paideia; Mencius; Confucianism

(EBH157)

Analytical Perspective: Its Origin, Limit and Beyond
GUO Taihui

Abstract: Analysis, compared with synthesis, is the mainstream method in social sciences, which leads to the
chronical epistemological debate between entirety and part, subject and object. Historically, the analytical method
originated from Aristotle in ancient Greece. In the late Middle Ages, Nicolaus Cusanus created the new Cosmolog
and Albertie proposed the for Scenography, both of which introduced the perspectivism theory as the operating
standard for the analytical method. The initial requirement of the analytical perspective is that the observer
takes self-perception as the center and selects the category of objects to enter the field of view and establishes a
relationship between the subject and the object through the projection of points and lines. Scientific exploration is
not only to understand the objective world, but also a response to observer’s confusion. Descartes’ contribution is to
connect the analysis with doubt, synthesis and test as a complete research process for overcoming the limit of one-
perspective. Compared with other disciplines in the social sciences, political science has more difficulty in entering
the scene and sticking to a specific perspective. Thus, it should be oriented towards discovering facts, explaining
problems and adopting “methodological pluralism”, treating all analytical perspectives as inherently flawed research
strategies and shifting observation positions to increase objective understanding of politically complex phenomena.

Keywords: Analysis; Perspective; Methodological Pluralism
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