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context, writing process, social criticism and reader’s acceptance of this major work, we can examine the
genesis and evolution of the book’s multiple editions, the construction process of the reformers’ narrative, the
various social and cultural circumstances, explore the political stance, ideological context and realistic demands
of the reformists represented by Liang, so as to sort out the construction of the historical narrative of the
reformation, and then reveal the various social and cultural factors which gave birth to the myth of the Reform

Movement of 1898.

The Contribution and Limitation of Ku Shih Pien and the Reconstruction of Ancient History Wang Zhenzhong

Looking back on Ku Shih Pien after one hundred years, we can say that its contribution intertwines with the
limitation. For instance, Gu Jiegang is right to judge that the combined “three emperors” emerged in literature
since the Qin-Han period, yet the characters in this combination emerged in the Warring States period. Gu is
right to judge that the “five sovereigns” did not come out of one system, yet he failed to provide scientific
explanation for the reason that Discourses of the States, The Book of Rites. and Records of the Grand
Historian all took the Yellow Emperor as the remote ancestor of the clans of Youyu and Xiahou. Gu is right to
say that the real sense of “grand unification” appeared in the Qin and Han dynasties, yet he did not recognize the
uniformity showed in the composite form and structure of states in the period of Xia, Shang, and Western Zhou.
On the problem of the characters recorded in documents on ancient history being human or God, as well as the
problem of their apotheosis and humanization, Gu neither took into account that the name of man, clan, totem,
and God can be the same, nor considered the continuity of names of ancient characters and their groups, as well
as the time depth of legends. In brief, we should propose overall assumption for the reconstruction of ancient

Chinese history while analyzing the contribution and limitation of Ku Shih Pien.

The Archaic Bronze Lei and Ethnic Identity on the Margins of Huaxia in the Eastern Zhou Period Lang Jianfeng

Thirty-one archaic bronze Lei with early features in shape and decoration can be divided into two categories:
round-shouldered and folded-shouldered, which were produced in imitation of their archetypes from the late
Shang to the early Zhou period or the mid-Western Zhou period in the Central Plains. These archaic bronze Lei ,
dating from the early Spring and Autumn period to the Warring States period, are scattered among a wide range
of marginal areas of Huaxia and have constituted a new *“Crescent-Shaped Cultural Diffusion Belt in
Borderland”. Combing with the historical background of “Hua-Yi Distinction” and the theory of ethnic identity,
the archaic bronze Lei can be regarded as the “ethnic symbol” of the marginal areas of Huaxia during the Eastern
Zhou period. As a symbol of a more remote era, the archaic bronze Lei has the value of “transcending the
localization” and “transcending the reality”. The fact that archaic bronze Lei were mainly owned by the upper
class provides archaeological evidence for an exchange network of the upper class in the marginal areas of Huaxia
in the Eastern Zhou period, where the upper class accomplished their “leadership strategy” through the cultural

or ideological power represented by objects such as the archaic bronze Lei.

Contemplation and Virtue:
Two Forms of Inner Transcendence and Their Intellectual Archaeological Discernment Tian Jie
Contemporary Neo-Confucians use the term “inner transcendence” to highlight the superiority of traditional
Chinese culture over Western culture, i. e. » the two are both inner and transcendent which can be combined into
one. This paper argues that this concept itself needs to be defined in its use, otherwise it may be contradictory,
as some Neo-Confucians used. By comparing the relevant ideas of Confucius and Aristotle, it can be shown that
inner transcendence is not unique to Chinese culture, but is also valued by the Western culture. Moreover, the

boundaries between inner and outer transcendence may not be distinct and diametrically opposed.



