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The Spectrology of History and Perspectives on Antiquity in Modern China:
Doubting Antiquity Renewed (Part 1) Wang Hui
Based on the different treatments of antiquity in two classic texts. Old Tales Retold and Di f ferentiation of
Ancient History . this paper expounds the positions of mythologies, legends and historical facts in contrasting
visions of temporality and historicity through a comparative analysis of the tendencies of the two authors,

B

respectively Lu Xun’s “parody of ancient history” and Gu Jiegang’s positivistic narration of ancient history. It
analyzes how the historiographical maneuver of Gu that resolutely discards unreliable elements from ancient
history was connected with modern European concepts of history and its impact on modern Japanese
historiography, as well as with the fluctuations of earliest conceptions of republican historiography in the
Republican period. The second half of the paper focuses on Lu Xun’s nonlinear view of temporality, which
integrates the past, the present and the future in his literary practice, termed by this paper as a unique
spectrology of history that enables glimpses into the world of the nameless concealed by traditional and modern
historical narratives. This paper is composed of ten sections: 1. The parody of ancient history and myths,
legends, and historical facts; [l. “Differentiating stories from history” and the banishment of mythologies,
legends, and romances; III. Secret replacement: from Christian secularism to modern historiography of
Chinese/East Asian antiquity; IV. Whose ancient history is truncated? The fluctuations of the first wave of
republican historiography; V. Deconstruction of names of things and the history of nameless people; VI. The
non-historical world: mythology, superstition, religion; VII. The supra-historical world: the imaginative
thinkers who are “enemies of mythology”; VIII. The spectrology of history: Ghost eyes and inquiries from

anonymous people; IX. The future as a specter; X. Oblivion and the apparition of the nameless.

The Covert Debate between Fan Wenlan and Guo Moruo

Centered on the Social Nature of the Western Zhou Dynasty Li Xiaogian

Fan Wenlan advocated the feudal theory of the Western Zhou dynasty, while Guo Moruo insisted on the slave
theory of the Western Zhou dynasty, and these two were the leaders in the discussion of the periodization of
ancient Chinese history in the 1950s and 1960s. They both fell into their own preconceived theoretical barriers.
Fan started from the perspective of production relations, Guo valued productivity, and the two proceeded from
two different paths to demonstrate the social nature of the Western Zhou dynasty. They both strove to look for
strong evidence within their respective theoretical frameworks, resulting in neither side being able to convince
the other. There was a long-term covert confrontation between Fan and Guo in their writings, which attracted
many scholars to participate in the debate, forming an intertwined “dialogue network” between them. Most of
the debates between the two were provoked by Fan, while Guo was the passive challenger. They battled back
and forth, although not all the debates were purely academic, but they were all highly restrained. Concerned
about the feelings of their opponents, they silently deleted sensitive texts afterwards. Therefore, the debate

between the two still belongs to the nature of academic argument within the same camp.

The Canal Transportation of Tribute Grain and a New Discussion of the Development
of Southern and Northern Chinese Society in the Middle and Late Ancient Times Li Zhi’an
The digging and operation of the Grand Canal not only meant one kind of development of the tribute system

under centralized authority, but also derived from the southward transfer of economic center in the medieval



