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large part of China’s territory through the Treaty on the Demarcation of the Northwest
Boundary between China and Russia in 1864, causing two major adjustments in the
administrative divisions of the Altay region. Subsequently, the Kazakhs were forced to move
toward the northern foothills of the Tianshan Mountains on an increasing scale from a
few dozen people to several thousand ones due to the excessive levies and harsh demands of
local officials and tribal leaders, impacting on their original tribal system and tribal relations,
changing the ethnic distribution pattern and ethnic relations throughout northern Xinjiang.
In the process of inward migration, the Kazakhs interacted and exchanged with Mongolian,
Uyghur, Han, Hui and other ethnic groups from production methods to social life and
ideology, Which enhanced ethnic integration, strengthened the concept of nation and the
sense of the community for the Chinese nation, and continuously integrated the Kazakhs into
the family of the Chinese nation, showing the historical process of the development of unified
pattern of diverse ethnic groups of the Chinese nation.

Keywords: Kazakhs; Xinjiang; exchanges and interactions among different ethnic
groups; national identity; sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Gu Jiegang’s Consciousness of the Chinese Nation During His Writing

of General History Of China «-----cvvvvrerrmmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e, Wang Yanqin (125)

Abstract: 1In the turbulent times of the twentieth century, Gu Jiegang’s efforts to
write a general history of China epitomized the efforts of many historians to express the
consciousness of the Chinese nation through their writing of general histories. During the
May 4th Movement, Gu inherited the new historiography of “taking the nation as the core of
history,” which had been initiated by Liang Qichao since the late Qing Dynasty. This new
historiography, together with his thinking about the fate of the Chinese nation, gave “the
first cursory attention” to the question of nation in the compilation of textbooks. After the

“ :
compile a general

September 18th Incident, one of Gu Jiegang’s preoccupations was to
history for the whole Chinese nation,” and the purpose, system and strategy of the
compilation of his ideal general history of China has distinctive characteristics of that era.
After the founding of New China, Gu Jiegang made a vow to organize the history of Chinese
nationalities, and the Marxist theory of nationalities and the policy of ethnic equality and
unity provided him with methodological guidance and a practical basis for organizing the
history of nationalities. Although the time changed, Gu Jiegang insisted on recognizing the
Chinese nation and its historical formation from the standpoint of a united nation, and wrote
the general history of China on the premise of the unity and continuity of the Chinese nation,
which is still a reference for us to compile the history of the Chinese nation under the
guidance of the historical materialism today.

Keywords: Gu Jiegang; general history of China; history of nationalities;
consciousness of the Chinese nation.

The Summary of the Second Forum on Fostering a Strong Sense of Community
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