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Does the New Text Study of Confucian Classics Contribute to the Theory of Stratification?
Reflections on the Theory of Stratification 100 Years After Its Proposition

Fan Jingjing

Abstract: The controversy surrounding the theory of stratification shows its charm as a theory of transition period. The
initial criticism of the theory of stratification did not involve the New Text Study of Confucian Classics. The argument

that “the New Text Study of Confucian Classics contributes to the theory of stratification” first appears in the chapter

of History and Politics under the Theory of Five Virtues,which is after the first volume of Ku Shih Pien Preface.
The theory of direct stratification challenged the theory of Tuogu Gaizhi,and trickled down to every argument of the
theory of stratification, while under the joint interpretation of academic history and ideological history it seemed difficult
for the theory of stratification to get rid of the imprint of New Text Study of Confucian Classics. However, the multiple
conflicts between the existing interpretation and the situation at that time require a new understanding of the
relationship between them. Returning to Gu Jiegang with positive narration, we find that in the proposition period of the
theory,Gu Jiegang’s attitude towards the New Text Study of Confucian Classics was not as close as it appears now, the
theory of Tuogu Gaizhi did not get its favor,and keeping distance was his real state. This situation changed after the
theory of stratification was put forward. The theory of Tuogu Gaizhi and even the theory that Liu Xin forged the Old
Text literature were used to enrich the theory of stratification,and Gu Jiegang was no longer stingy to affirm the theory
of New Text Study of Confucian Classics. This is the reason why the existing research has changed the propelling effect
of New Text Study of Confucian Classics on the theory of stratification into its source effect. The theory of stratification
is different from the New Text Study of Confucian Classics in essence,and different judgments of historical facts are the
best illustration to distinguish them. Therefore,we need to talk about their relationship on the premise of rupture.only
in this way can we fully show the subjective value of the theory of stratification as a proposition of modern
historiography.

Keywords: Stratification Theory; New Text Study of Confucian Classics; Gu Jiegang; Ku Shih Pien; Theory of Tuogu

Gaizhi
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