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Red Historiography: A New Discussion on Fan Wenlan’ s A Short General History of China
Li Xiaoqian
Abstract: The book A Short General History of China written by Fan Wenlan contains rich information on socie—
ty politics and history. For a long time the book played a special role in the Communist Party of China and
based on an official statement by the CPC it was extremely powerful in shaping the memories of Chinese history
on several generations. This book had a close connection with real politics putting itself in the position of the
CPC and subverting the narrative mode in old history books that indicated that winners could take all while losers
were always in the wrong. This had not only a revolutionary meaning in the history of historiography but also an
important political meaning in CPC history. However the writing of history had to be changed when the political
environment changed and when political demands dominated historical explanations which damaged the inde-
pendence of history. The Yan’ an edition of the book gained popularity in the liberated areas while it had limited
influence in the KMT-controlled areas. The Xinzhi edition began to receive a great deal of attention first from all
social sectors and then worldwide. After entering the post—revolution era this book taking class struggle as its

outline is totally alienated from reality in current society and thus it has gradually been forgotten.
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