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The “Gengshi” Concept of the Qin and Han Dynasties and the Reform of Xinmang
Wang Tong

Abstract: In the pre-Qin period, “Gengshi” gradually entered the field of political culture from simply expressing the
change of time.The imperial edict of the Second Emperor of Qin had implemented “Gengshi with the common people”
in the political operations. The “Gengshi” edicts of the Han dynasty were mostly accompanied by general amnesties and
institutional change. “Gengshi” and “Gengsheng” were chosen by officials and common people as their names which
reflects the interactive connection between the monarchs and the people. Conducting reform by virtue of divine
providence,a concept embodied in “Gengshi”, was first implemented during the reign of Emperor Wu of Western Han
in the form of “changing the calendar, changing the color of attire and establishing the ritual and music”. With the
decline of the Han dynasty after the reigns of Emperor Yuan and Emperor Cheng of Western Han. “Gengshi” was
added the meanings of calculation arts and the theory of calendar, which was manifested in extending the reign of the
Han dynasty. During the Eastern Han Dynasty, people were conservative and vigilant about “Gengshi” when it
concerned amnesty and institutional reform.Xinmang comprehensively absorbed and utilized the concept of “Gengshi”
formed since the reign of Emperor Wu. The title choice of “General Gengshi”, and the exchange of this title with
“General Ningshi” can help understand the phased characteristics of Xinmang’s reform.

Keywords: Qin and Han Dynasties; Gengshi; General Gengshi; Xinmang; Political Culture
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