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Jin and Wei’ s Inheritance of the Xia Dynasty and the View of Ancient History
in JINIAN and HOUFU

Zhou Qinhan & Liao Mingchun

Abstract Both the Jin and Wei on the old land of the Xia Dynasty tried to inherit the political
position of the Xia Dynasty in order to consolidate their political and military positions which was called
“Jin and Wei Inherit the Xia Dynasty”. Duke Ping of Jin held the Jiao Ji of the Xia Dynasty to
worship Gun to imply that Jin was able to succeed the position of Zhou and was equal to the three
dynasties. The King Hui of Wei regarded himself as the successor of the Xia Dynasty claimed himself as
the King of Xia took the Xia chariot and relocated capital to the Xia’ s capital and used the rituals of
the son of heaven in order to fight for his orthodoxy. The ZHUSHUJINIAN a Wei’ s history
book presented the historical sequence of “Xia-Yin-Zhou-Jin-Wei” and raised the status of Jin and Wei.
While neither of The Books of Jizhong and HOUFU recorded Legend of Abdication. They
both implied the idea that Yu and Qi were hereditary and affirmed the legitimacy of the Qi. This view of
ancient history was closely related to Sanjin( three states coming from Jin ) politics which facilitated the
consolidation of the monarchy strengthened the hereditary system of the first legitimate son and
prevented the interference of capable ministers so it was used as the documentary proof for “Wei Inherits
the Xia Dynasty”. The “Yi usurped Qi s throne” in JINIAN was spurious legend made by the people of
Sanjin area during the Warring States period to eliminate the political influence of the Theory of
Abdication.
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