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The Political Struggles and Changes in the Images of Wu Shiyue in the Tang Dynasty

Yang Yongkang & Wang Yunan

Abstract The political struggles in the Tang Dynasty had an important impact on the shaping of
Wu Shiyue’ s images which changed with the evolution of the political situation. After the victory of the
political struggle of “Deposing Wang Queen and confering titles of Queen on Wu Zetian” ( )
Wu Zetian continuously elevated the political status of Wu Shiyue through a series of measures such as
granting titles and honors making her father sharing the honour at a sacrificial ceremony in the temple of
Emperor Gaozong and commanding Xu Jingzong to mold Wu Shiyue into the core personages of initial
men who achieved notable merit in Taiyuan. After the “Wu Zhou Revolution” Wu Shiyue was revered as
the Taizu of Zhou. To demonstrate the legitimacy of the Zhou regime Li Qiao shaped Wu Shiyue into a
sage king likes Shun and Yu which means that his perfect image had been culminated. After the
restoration of Tang Wu Shiyue’ s political status declined and his image hit the lowest point and finally
been built into a sycophantic mediocre person by historians. Wu Zetian’ s success or failure in the
political struggle directly affects the rise and fall of Wu Shiyue’ s political status and the official shaping
of Wu Shiyue’ s imges.

Key words Wu Shiyue Panlongtai Tablet Wu Zetian Wu Zhou Revolution



