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The Change of the Evaluation Principle to the Ministers in Qianlong Era and The
Historical Writing of the “Erchen( Traitors) ” in XUTONGZHI

Liu Junbo

Abstract An imperial edict in the 31" year of Qianlong Era ( 1766 AD) marked an important
change of the evaluation principle to the ministers of the previous dynasty from obedience to loyalty in the
Qing government. Taking this as the beginning the emperor instructed to compile two books
SHENGCHAO XUNJIEZHUCHENLU( { )) and GUOSHIERCHENZHUAN

))  one for praise and the other for reprimand in order to encourage the officials to abide by morality.
At the same time the name and idea of “Erchen( traitors) ” specially proposed by Qianlong were also
imitated and implemented by officials of San Tong Office in the compilation of XUTONGZH{ { ) .
The Biography of Ercher( { )) in XUTONGZHI compiled the biographies of “Erchen” of the seven
dynasties from the Tang to the Ming developed the meaning and standard of “Erchen” and highlighted
its images through selection classification textual research and comments so as to meet the realistic
intention of the current ruler to consolidate his rule by compiling historical books. It became a typical
embodiment of the historiography influenced by the emperors in the Qing Dynasty.
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