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The Historiographical Value of Pieh-chuan in the Wei-Jin and Northern
and Southern Dynasties

He Meng

[ Abstract] The Pieh-chuan which is an important representation of the multifaceted development of
historiography in the Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern Dynasties, are numerous and varied at that
period. Pieh-chuan had been criticized by some scholars, who argued that writing Pieh-chuan was the
least important thing that official historians did, and Pieh-chuan was “inaccurate and worthless”. In
fact, Pieh-chuan is an important source for the annotated history of Pei Songzhi, Liu Xiaobiao and
others, and in the early Tang dynasty, a lot of the historical data for JINSHU was taken from Pieh-chuan,
and the surviving texts from Pieh-chuan can make up for the inadequacy of the official historical records.
Pieh-chuan of the Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern Dynasties is a vivid history of the political demand
and ideology of the gentry, reflecting a narrative style that is organic unity of historical truth and historical
interest.

[ Key words | historiography of the Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern Dynasties Pieh-chuan

historiographical value  historical and biographical literature
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