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Study on History of Civilization
Appearance and Establishment of a Term of Address for the Han Ethnic Group
He Dezhang (4)
During the Wei and Jin dynasties, the term “Han people” appearing as a result of
the adversarial relationship between the Han Dynasty and surrounding ethnic groups
failed to emerge naturally as a term of address for “Chinese people”, since it was
laden with political meaning. During the Jin Dynasty and Sixteen Kingdoms Period,
“Jin people” became a common term for “Chinese people”. In the early years of the
Northern Wei Dynasty, “Zhongzhou people” who had fallen within its jurisdiction quite
early on were accustomed to using the “Han people” in order to annul the address of
“Jin people”. During the Northern and Southern dynasties, “Han” was an epithet for
“Zhongzhou people”, which was not widely accepted. Until the Tang Dynasty, people
at that time were officially called “Han” and surrounding ethnic groups were called
“Fan” in official decrees, since the Western Regions referred to inland areas as “Han
land” for a long time after the Han Dynasty. As the Tang territory expanded, the terms
“Fan” and “Han” came to be used more extensively. After the reigns of Tang Dynasty
Emperors Gaozong and Wu Zetian, the use of “Han” as an ethnic term of address was

well established.

Formation of Early Arab Countries from the Perspective of the Evolution of Tribal
Society Han Zhibin and Ma Zhengrong (28)

The commercial development in the Eastern Mediterranean and the ongoing wars
outside the Arabia led to the northward shift of the commercial centers of the Arabian
Peninsula and the reconstruction of the tribal order. With the rise of an emerging
commercial class in some of the cities of the Arabian Peninsula, the class rethought

the tribal social order by absorbing beneficial elements of the external civilization,
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