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The Tradition of Chinese General History and Zhang Xuecheng’s Thoughts of
General History

Wang Jilu

[ Abstract] To understand the connotation of Zhang Xuecheng’s “Tradition of Chinese General
History” accurately, the two concepts of “Tong” and “Jia” are indispensable. In historiography,
“Tong” contains two meanings: the history being regarded as a continuous process and all the materials
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being gathered together to compile the history books. In intellectual history, “general knowledge” (i
PH)and “change” (Z2if ) should be noticed. Centered on knowledge transition, “academic school”
examines the changes of historical aims from royal academic transition to school which focused on study of
Spring and Autumn Annual, and then to the tradition of general history, and finally establishes the
spiritual connection between the last two. Zhang Xuecheng also compared the differences of “general
history” , “collecting history” and “dynastic history”, believing that the three have different purposes
and methods, then he excluded the some ones from the general history. Zhang Xuecheng believed that
“independent learning” and “creating a new view” are the highest realm of general history writing, and
the latter is reflected not only in the writing styles, but also in Chinese historical thoughts. The history of
academic schools can be learned from general history, and the general history should be divided into
different categories if we judge the historical issues according to academic schools, this is the most
important characteristic of Zhang Xuecheng’ s general historical thoughts.
[ Key words] The Qing dynasty Zhang Xuecheng the Tradition of Chinese General History

academic schools general history
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Mirror and Flexibility: The Song Dynasty Scholar-officials’ Taking History
as Guidance for Governance

Tian Zhiguang & Liang Jialing

[ Abstract] Historical view is often used as a theoretical source for Song Dynasty scholar-officials to
govern the government, and provides an ideological basis for their political ideas. Specifically, they
hoped the emperors had the merits of the former wise emperors in order to achieve the ideal of assisting
the “sage-king” ; learning previous measures to govern the people, based on the people-oriented concept
to maintain social order in times of famine and turmoil ; in the handling of ethnic relations, they actively
sought historical experience, interpret the spirit of Chan Yuan to replace force with moral indoctrination
avoiding conflict. In addition, scholar-officials reflected on history in response to the shortcomings of the
times, elite of scholar-officials rely on the reinterpretation of history or events to achieve certain political
goals. In summary, historical view can be flexible according to the different circumstance to adapt to the
complex and changeable political life and play a better mirror role in realpolitik.

[ Key words] The Song Dynasty scholar-officials historical views taking history as guidance for

social governance
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