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Notes Chronological and Other Tables vol. 1 p. viii.
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Augustin Schelle Abriss der Universalhistorie zum Gebrauche der akademischen Vorlesungen S. 4.
Philipp Miiller Geschichte machen Historisches Forschen und die Politik der Archive Wallstein Verlag 2019 S. 398 —402.

Johann Georg Fessmaier Grundriss der historischen Hilfswissenschaften S.295.

Daniela Saxer Die Schiirfung des Quellenblicks
S. 112 -137.
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from the 14" to the 15" centuries. It had been an important research theme since the 1930s and has
formed two explanatory paradigms. The one is the ‘decline theory’ that argued through exploring the
causes of the crisis that the crisis was a consequence of the decline of the Western European society
comparing to the High Middle Ages. The other is the ‘transition theory’ that proposed through
exploring the impacts of the crisis that the crisis promoted the transition of the social formation and state
form from the Middle Ages to the modern era. Both interpretative paradigms are relative judgments
which resulted from a comparison to the historical periods before or after the late Middle Ages. It could
break through the old paradigms only by re-examining the changes and developments in the political

economic and social fields of Western Europe in the 14" and 15" centuries from the perspective of the
crisis and coping with such crisis which further reveals the resilience and dynamics of the Western

European society in the late Middle Ages.

Zhang Yibo The Formation of New Historical Consciousness and the Decline of Encyclopedic
Writing of World History in the German Region

Since the Age of Discovery the European explorers and missionaries had brought back a great
deal of knowledge to Europe which challenged the traditional historical writing on the basis of the
Bible. How to integrate non-eccidental knowledge into a new pattern of world history became a matter
of concern of historians from the 16" to the 18" centuries. Consequently a large number of
encyclopedic literatures of world history grew rapidly in Europe of which the multivolumes Universal
History were the notable example which were complied by the British amateurish historians with an
Orientalist named George Sale as the chief editor. While first published in England Universal History
had enjoyed a great reputation among the republic of letters and it was translated into many languages
becoming popular throughout Europe. Especially in the German region it not only achieved
commercial success but also received much attention from the academic community at that time.
However in the 19" century the sales of Universal History seriously dropped because it was harshly
criticised by scholars. The traditional view of historical sources represented by Universal History also
became anachronistic under the impact of the new view of historical sources. Simultaneously a new
attempt to integrate world history emerged in the German states which advocated for understanding of
the trends in world history by reading about great historical events. The vicissitudinous fate of Universal
History reflected the change of academic milieu and the transformation of historical consciousness in

modern Europe.



