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Joachim’ s Idea for Universal History

Xia Yuli

Abstract Observing and writing history under the dominance of the idea for universal history is
an important tradition of Western historiography. This idea has gone through three phases namely
political religious and rational forms. In the process of idea for universal history evolving from a religious
form to a rational form in the West the 12" century Italian Christian thinker Joachim of Fiore played an
important role. Joachim constructed an idea for universal history which was similar to Christianity ’ s
salvation within secular historical framework. Although this idea still carries a strong theological overtone
it focuses on the evolution of the whole human history from the perspective of secular society and human
action. Joachim’s historical theory has a strong secular quality which can be regarded as the original
form of the modern Western idea for universal history based on reason and it constitutes a crucial link in
the development of Western philosophy of history.

Key words Joachim of Fiore idea for universal history theology of history  philosophy
of history
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