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suppression of opium smoking in order to maintain its opium profits in its colonies, and even avoided
participating in specific international drug control cooperation. Eventually, the non-mandatory resolution
signed during the commission allowed the Japanese government to continue enforcing its current drug
policy which was established in the name of science. This hindered the progress of international drug

control cooperation and further foreshadowed its colonial expansion by using drugs.

Zhang Binbin, The Adjustment of the Japanese-Soviet Relations under ‘Nixon Shock’ and the
Issue of ‘Four Northern Islands’ (1971 —1973)

Nixon’s announcement of his decision to visit China in 1971 triggered a strategic reconciliation
between Japan and the Soviet Union, which took the form of negotiations on a peace treaty in 1972 —
1973. The biggest obstacle to these negotiations was the so-called issue of ‘ Four Northern Islands’,
the key to which laid in the handling of Kunashir and Iturup, namely the two larger islands. Since the
Japanese government persistently refused to relinquish the appeal of the sovereignty of Kunashir and
Iturup outright, the Soviet Union rejected a series of proposals from the Japanese side, including the
argument of ¢ phased return’ which premised on the recognition of Japan’s ‘ residual sovereignty’ , the
formula of long-term lease which aimed at acquiring  de facto sovereignty ’, as well as the
‘ international approach’ which sought third-party involvement. Afterwards, the tendency to re-value
the military-strategic significance of Kunashir and Iturup emerged under the increasing influence of
conservatives in the Soviet leadership, such as the ° resource protectionists’. Meanwhile, the
rapprochement with the United States and the Western Europe reduced the urgency of a compromise with
Japan on the side of the Soviet Union. Against that background the Soviet leadership successively
withdrew its concessions to the Japanese side on economic and humanitarian terms. Thus, by the time
when the Japanese Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka visited Moscow, the window of opportunity to resolve
the issue of ‘ Four Northern Islands’ has been actually closed. Through the examination on the course of

negotiations over ‘Four Northern Islands’ , it is not difficult to detect the political-military confrontation

b
between the United States and the Soviet Union blocs in Northeast Asia, as well as the struggle between
the status quo policy of the Soviet Union and Japan’s revisionist orientation over the arrangements of post-

war order.

Wang Xiaode, The Classical Tradition and the Europeans’ Early Perception of Americas
The ‘classical tradition’ can be understood as a knowledge system which lasted from ancient

Greece to the Renaissance, including the basic ideas followed by the Europeans for observing the exotic



world. The self-engrossed world view was a crucial part of the classical tradition. After Columbus
sailed to the New World, the centrism which was rooted in the classical tradition quickly swelled and
the Europeans’ perception of Americas was deeply branded with the superiority of ‘ me’ and the
inferiority of ‘him’. In this way, the information that they transmitted to the outside world was always
an America that was shaped by a fixed model. To a large extent, it was the America already existing in
their mind rather than the America in reality. The Europeans immensely exaggerated the certain
characteristics of the Indians according to their own needs, so as to ‘ take their seats’ in the framework
which they have set up. Therefore, the Indian images which were constructed by the Europeans cannot
reflect the truth of the observed objects, but their fiction or creation was only served to seek legal
reasons for enslaving the natives without moral condemnation. In fact, this way of perception was not
novel, but the reproduction or extension of the relevant knowledge of the classical tradition in the new

scope of time and space.

Ni Yuzhen, Comte and the Moral Reconstruction in the Exploration of the French Social
Science in the Early 19" Century

The general crisis in France since the end of the 18" century inspired ideologists to explore social
science. In the early period of the Restoration, a school of political economy that was represented by
Say who conducted his study on production in a scientific way, emerged in France, and a trend
emerged to shift the focus of social reconstruction from political struggle to industrial production. His
collaboration with Saint-Simon prompted the young Comte to re-examine politics and morality from the
perspective of political economy, and attempt to transform political economy into a social science. As
Comte matured in thought, he gradually changed from an admirer to a critic of political economy. He
criticised the latter for its one-sided focus on material production and neglect of moral reconstruction,
and for its inability to examine and evaluate things in the dynamic development of civilisation. Comte
believed that the real social science should be a comprehensive science based on historical research and
related to economic, political, moral issues, etc. For his concerns on the moral reconstruction, Comte
cared about the condition of his contemporaneous proletarians and sought solutions for social conflicts

by exploring the social science.

Zhang Yang, The Power Game of Knowledge in the Background of the Cold War; Taking the
27" International Congress of Orientalists in 1967 as an Example for Discussion

In the 1960s, with the strong support of the so-called public-private mechanism, the area studies



