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Eyewitness Testimony: Einhard’ s Vita Caroli Magni and the Transformation
of Medieval Latin European Biographies

Li Longguo

Abstract There has been a long history of research on Einhard’ s Vita Caroli Magni especially
from the perspective of comparison with Suetonius’ Vitae Caesarum Duodecem and there has been and
still is  hot debate about the relationship between them and consequently the reliability of Einhard’ s
description. There are significant differences between two works in their individual manner of choosing
sources. However by introducing the rule of eyewitness testimony Einhard imposed a strict limitation on
the choice of sources which lent authority to the author. The Vita Caroli Magni with its idealization of the
virtues of its subject and its search for truth convinced readers of its reliability. Adopting the form of
chronicle later biographer strengthen narrativity and objectivity and create a new classical form for the
medieval secular biography.

Key words Vita Caroli Magni Einhard chronicle biography



