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Hayden White’s “Middle Voice” and Its Inspiration for Historical Writing

Li Gen & Zhou Gonggu

Abstract In 1990 White proposed that historical writing should learn from the style of modernist
literature and use a self-deconstructed middle voice. In this way of writing the author would not only tell
the history but also take the process of the historical writing as the object of narration that is the state
of “the author is in the writing”. White believed that this type of writing was especially suitable for the
writing of historical events about which the historical data were contradictory and the truth was difficult to
learn. Writing history in a deconstructing middle voice will weaken the author’ s authority of controlling
narrative and the coherence of the narrative line meanwhile the relationship of past and present appears
as an interactive effect of meaning. White’ s suggestion on middle voice has its presupposition of
relativism  but its expression of complex historical events can be reference for contemporary historical
writing. It is suitable for the new trend since the 20" century such as the enormous amount and audio—
visualization of historical data. In addition it suitable for readers’ desire for understanding of the
complex history.

Key words Hayden White modernism middle voice historical writing
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“Froude’ s Disease”: Reason Deficiency in Scientistic Historiography

Li Yong

Abstract Charles Victor Langlois and Charles Seignobos advanced the terminology “Froude’ s
Disease” in Introduction to the Study of History according to the view put forward by Edward Augustus
Freeman and the matericals supplied by Herbert A. L. Fisher. The terminology had been known around
the world with the book being translated into other languages. Superficially Freeman belaboured
Froude’ s “Chronic inaccuracy” because of his scientism in historical study in fact because of different
political and religious views from Froude and also wanting to hit down his opponent in scholarship.
Freeman’ s criticism is one-sided and Charles Victor Langlois Charles Seignobos used Fisher supplying
matericals on Froude without surveying it meanwhile gave up some of Fisher” s words that was adverse to
themselves which is antithetical to scientism.

Key words  “Froude’ s Disease” Edward Augustus Freeman Introduction to the Study of

History romanticism scientism
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