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The Idea of God and Religion in Burke’s Philosophical Enquiry

Shang Jikai

Abstract: A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful, one of Edmund
Burke’s early and important works, contains his relevant discussion of God and religion. Burke believes that a supreme
God provides a universal order that humans have only a limited ability to perceive,and for this reason he believes that
humans can only discover truth and goodness with awe and modesty. Moreover, under this order, Burke argues that
religion serves as the link between man and God, and that the church serves as a “medium” that articulates the
relationship between God and man, and between man and man. Although Burke’s view above is influenced by the
limitations of his time,it can provide a unique perspective that further deepens the understanding of Burke.

Keywords: Edmund Burke; A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful ;
Religious Thought;God;Sublime
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