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The Origins and Evolvements of Medievalism
Zang Yijin

Abstract: Etymologically speaking, medievalism was derived from the word medieval. In terms of semantics,
“medievalism” is not a new word. Leslie Workman gave it a new connotation. While medievalism is the continuous
process of creating the Middle Ages, all post-medieval research, interpretation, construction and application of the
Middle Ages can be called medievalism.Medievalism,as a trend of thought, began at the end of the Middle Ages and has
continued to this day. The research on this trend of thought started in the 1970s, and after nearly half a century’s
development, medievalism has become one of the important academic research fields in the West. However, the
systematic and theoretical research on medievalism still faces many difficulties and challenges,such as unclear definition
and imperfect research theory.
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