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rational ability of the subjectivity of historians in historical writing. With the transformation of the German
historiography however German historicist historians criticized Aufkldrungshistorie and its theory in the
nineteenth century and the word “pragmatisch” became the label of pre-modern historiography.

Turns of “Lieux de Mémoire” and “Global History” in Italian Historical Writing // Zhu Ming

The influence of the “Lieux de Mémoire "theory swept across Europe in the 1990s which gave rise to
studies of “historical memory” in Italy. Twenty years later the writing of “global history” is surging in
Italy again which places Italian history within the global framework. From “Lieux de Mémoire” to “global
history” these two “turns” in Italian historical studies are embodiments of the evolution and development
in historiography in this country. On the one hand it has been under the influences of the local diversity
the crisis of the Republic the dilemma of the European Union and the globalization. The different levels
of local national regional and global are intertwined with ltalian reality which affects the study of
national history; on the other hand over the time Italian historiography has demonstrated a strong
tendency to contribute to national identity formation and state building process. As such it emphasizes
nation-state as the normative framework. Aiming at the integration of the nation-state this historiographic
tradition will continue struggling against the specific historical and realistic context of Italy.

The History of the British Empire from the Perspective of Environmental History: Research
Questions and Paradigmatic Shifts // Wu Lingjing Mei Xueqin

The study of the history of the British Empire from the perspective of environmental history has a
special focus on the environmental foundation and ecological impact of the colonial expansion activities of
British Empire. The development of British imperial history and environmental history have not only shaped
its research questions but also caused shifts in its research paradigms. In the early stage scholars in this
field emphasized the imperial origin of global environmentalism. Later they turned to analyze imperial
environmental discourse and the material premise and ecological impact of British imperialism. Research
topics were expanded from environmental consciousness and colonial science to resource extraction
commercial frontiers urban planning disease and sanitation and so on. Some scholars have recently
proposed to rethink the environmental history of the British Empire from the “ecological-cultural network ”
perspective  which covers three aspects: network cultural and material connection and agency. Existing
studies have not only traced the conceptual evolution of the “global environment” in the context of empire
but also uncovered the hidden yet far-reaching environmental impact of colonialism. They transformed
scholars” perception of the British Empire from the “Benevolent Empire” to the “Empire of Nature” which
went beyond the myth of the “Civilizing Mission” or “Pax Britannica”. In the future scholars need to
further investigate the following issues including but not limited to the power structure of the empire the
spatial-temporal categorization and the agency of history.

A Comparative Study of Concepts “Narrative” and “Xushi” in Historiography // Jin Qianwen

“Narrative” and “Xushi ( )7 are two concepts that are generated from their respective cultural
traditions. Now they are regarded as equivalents in translation. They are both applied as important modes of
historical discourse in Chinese and Western historiographical traditions. Narrative is usually presented as a
coherent story unfolding along the timeline with detailed processes and it is treated as if it is telling itself.
“Xushi” however is about how to adapt one’s language to the things of which he speaks. According to the
original meaning of “Xu( ) ” it places more emphasis on arranging the order so as to show the reasoning
of things. In terms of its development system narrative indicates a “symbiotic relationship ” between
historical works and literary fiction. In ancient China by contrast “Xushi” which was complementary to
“Shilu ( )7 played the most important role in contributing to the early development of narrative
literature. The relationship between narrative and “Xushi ” reflects not only some distinctions between
Chinese and Western historiographical traditions but also some common features of historiography beyond
specific cultures. By telling human experiences in an orderly way historians comprehend the past and
represent a historical world rich in meaning and order.

The Origin and Development of Concept “Colonialism” and its Relationship with “Imperialism” //
Liu Wenpeng Wang Tianhao

The term “colonialism” contains complicated historical connotations. It did not become a dedicated



