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Sources and Functions of the Historical Materials in Theodoret’ s Ecclesiastical
History

Deng Mohan

Abstract While as a famous Christian scholar in the fifth century Theodoret’ s historical writings
draw less scholarly attention. By examining the materials used in his representative work the Ecclesiastical
History it is possible to say that Theodoret’ s main agenda is to construct the historical legitimacy of the
“orthodox doctrine ”. He prefers those primary sources which are seemingly authentic and authentic in
order to enhance the persuasiveness of his work. In the text he deliberately chooses and arranges
references from various perspectives so that he can articulate the orthodox position of the Nicene Creed
from the very beginning. At the same time via definite comments on documentary quotations Theodoret
further guides his readers to establish a literary contrast between ‘orthodoxy’ and ‘heresy’. When the
Nicene Creed was legalized as the only ‘state religion” of the Roman Empire Theodoret seems to have
applied the Church historical writing to some practical functions such as to explain the official belief and
to converge ideological conflicts.
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Including the History of the Southern and Northern Dynasties: WUYUECHUNQIU
and Compilation of NANSHI and BEISHI

Jin Bao

Abstract The core of Li Dashi’ s principle of compiling history is to compile a chronicle imitating
WUYUECHUNQIU he wanted to record the history of Southern and Northern Dynasties while praised the
history of the Northern Dynasties highly in books. Li Yanshou inherited and developed his father’ s plan
for compiling history. Skillfully integrating the style of SHIJI and WUYUECHUNQIU he took the
biographical style to record the history of the Southern and Northern Dynasties. Praising the history of
Northern Dynasties and belittling history of the Southern Dynasties are not only because of authors’
political statement that legitimated the reign of Sui and Tang but because of inspiration coming from
WUYUECHUNQIU. Influenced by cosmopolitanism and the thoughts of universal history in
WUYUECHUNQIU Li Dashi and Li Yanshou wanted to compiling a historical book including the history
of the Southern and Northern Dynasties.

Key words Li Dashi Li Yanshou WUYUECHUNQIU NANSHI BEISHI
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