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Yao Huina Benny Morris and the Development of Israel’s ‘New Historians’

The ‘New Historians’ is a new school of historiography that emerged in Israel in the mid+o-ate
1980s of whom Benny Morris is the leading figure. They have deconstructed Israeli mainstream
historiography through conducting research on the key events in the history of the Zionist movement and
Israel in virtue of a positivist approach based on archives. Some of their studies especially Morris’
work on the origin of the Palestinian refugee issue changed the academic discourses on related issues
to some extent promoted the rise of postZionism helped the Israelis to treat their conflicts with the
Palestinians more evenly and made space for discourses on the Palestinian-sraeli reconciliation. With
situation deteriorating after the failure of the Oslo peace process Morris’ political position turned to
the right while the divergences among the new historians widened gradually. New trends emerged in
the Israeli historiography since the Israeli politics and society shifted to the right and the study of

cultural and social history continued increasingly.

Gao Tianyi Mazrui’ s Ideology of the African ‘Triple Heritage’ and the Corresponding
Controversies in the African Academia

How to understand the African self-identification is the most fundamental question in the study of
the African history. A Kenyan scholar Ali A. Mazrui proposed an ideology of the African ‘Triple
Heritage’  arguing that Africa has been formed by a triple fusion of indigenous Islamic and Western
cultures whereas the competitive and complementary relationships among these three cultures existed
simultaneously. His ideology is of critical. He used the Islamic culture to trigger further elaboration of
the triple feature of the African identity arousing controversies in the African academia subsequent to
his argumentation. The underlying reason relating to this polemic was a clash between Afrocentricity
and Multiculturalism under an Afrocentric worldview. The controversies focused on whether the Islamic
culture belonged to the African sphere and how to counter the Western centrism. This reflects not only
the differences in the attitudes of the Africans towards the African culture but also the fact that some
African scholars shunned the cultural diversity existing in Africa. For the Chinese scholars an
objective and critical view of the ideology of ‘Triple Heritage’ is essential for understanding the

concept of ‘Africa’ as a multicultural combination.



