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Inspection and Reflection on the Study of World History in Taiwan,1945—2021

Meng Guanglin and Zhu Wenxu

Abstract: Taiwan has made great achievements in the study of world history in the past 76 years.Its development
process can be roughly divided into the initial period from 1945 to 1970, the elementary development period from 1970
to 1990 and the new stage from 1990 to 2021.By examining its topics and interpretation, it can be found that their
academic circles focus on the world history since the 15th century, especially the major historical events. They are
actively tracking the trend of western historiography and their research perspective has presented the displacement from
“viewing the world from the perspective of China” to “viewing the surrounding areas from the perspective of Taiwan”.
Therefore,a breakthrough has been made in inheriting the Western history research during the Republic of China to
construct the teaching and research system of local world history,and to promote and prosper the academic system of
Chinese world history. However, due to the lack of enough attention to the construction of academic subject
consciousness, it is inevitable to breed many disadvantages, such as the lack of discourse system, the dispersion of
research topics,the continuous weakness of academic inheritance, the disturbance of political ideology and so on.In order
to solve these problems,it is necessary to strengthen the academic exchanges between Taiwan and the mainland. This is
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also the subject to build the “Three Systems” of Chinese world history.

Keywords : Taiwan; Study of World History; Western History; Academic Subjectivity; Localization
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