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Mao Zedong’s Theoretical Contribution to the “Second Combination” — -+«-c-ceseerereeeeeeeeeeees Tian Pengying (4)

The concept of the “second combination” , which refers to the synthesis of the basic principles of Marxism with the fine
parts of traditional Chinese culture, is a novel theoretical proposition. As one of the fundamental approaches to promoting
the sinicization and modernization of Marxism, its inception in fact dates back to the period of the New Democratic
Revolution. Comrade Mao Zedong was the first to put forward the idea of the “first combination” , achieving “a liberation of

¢

thought” and laying the ideological foundation for the proposal of the “second combination” as another “liberation of
thought”. As a great pioneer in the sinicization of Marxism, Mao Zedong proposed that “Marxism-Leninism, the science of
revolution, should be further combined with the practice of the Chinese revolution, Chinese history, and Chinese culture” ,

thereby initiating the historical process of the “second combination” ; and that “theoretical innovation should meet China’s

needs” , so that Marxism thus developed has assumed Chinese features, style, and spirit.

® Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era ®

Guiding towards a New Direction for Human Civilization in the Long History of Socialism—Learning from
General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Important Expositions on the History of Socialism --::--c-ec----- Wang Guang (12)

Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, General Secretary Xi Jinping has delivered a series of
important expositions on the development of socialism and socialism with Chinese characteristics, which have provided us with
a theoretical guide and fundamental principle for more systematic, in-depth understanding of the history of socialism, as well
as for better adhering to and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics. Marxism, unparalleled in the history of human
thought, has illuminated the path forward for the Chinese people and has transformed China in a profound manner; China in
turn has greatly enriched and developed Marxism. The disintegration of the Soviet Union and drastic changes in Eastern
Europe serve as an alert to future generations that the development of world socialism is not smooth sailing, and we must draw
profound historical lessons from such events while persisting in and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics. Looking
at the history of socialism, socialism with Chinese characteristics has made major historical contributions to world socialism

through its distinct theoretical innovations, brilliant development history and great practical achievements.
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