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The Impact of Social History Debate on Chinese Historiography: Prominence of Theory
Luo Zhitian — (97)

The bothering tension between theory and historical data is relatively “young”, since it
roughly started from the social history debate after the Northern Expedition. The debate was orig—
inally set up to solve the practical problems, but it was indeed the first time that Chinese histori—
ans were influenced by theories, specifically, the historical materialism at that time. Under the
influence of the unity of theory and method, some scholars put forward the proposition that theo—
ry is the conclusion, and advocated the orientation of finding evidences based on theories. These
phenomena together indicate a remarkable tendency, that is, the prominence of theories. History
study since then has been done with theories although there are different voices, which, as a re—

sult, has changed significantly Chinese historiography study.

On the Three Theoretical Dimensions of Chinese Traditional Literary Theory
Hu Xiaoming  (134)

Theory and knowledge are identified as the two wheels of literary theory. However, they be—
come increasingly lopsided, causing an internal imbalance for academic research. Of the two,
theory bears the following features: being critical and constructive to contemporary culture and
forward—looking to the future society. In our time, we should not exclude Chinese literary theo—
ry, but instead, we should creatively transform the ideas in traditional literary theory and con-—
struct its political value system. The fundamental purpose of the construction is to take Chinese
culture as the main body, while digesting and absorbing the nourishment of Western civilization,
which is an important and constructive task for theoretical work, including Chinese literary theo—
ry. The forward—looking of theory can be metaphorically understood as to travel deep under the
sea and to stand high on the mountains, which means the deeper we understand the spiritual
connotation of classical China, the better we can produce real cultural consciousness and self—

confidence.



