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The Basic Issues of Study of History Education in Modern China

You Xuegong

Abstract The study of history education should focus on the basic issues such as concepts
objects fields and mechanism establishing its theoretical system. History education refers to the
production and dissemination of historical knowledge which had undergone a transformation from ancient
paradigm to modern paradigm. The research object of history education in modern China includes the
subject of production and dissemination of historical knowledge the mechanism and process of
production the form of knowledge the ways and form of dissemination the audience and other important
issues. School history education and social history education are two fields. The basic pattern of the former
is separation of higher education and basic education which is characterized by subject-oriented
professionalized and school-based education. Social history education focuses on the state scholars and
society and the three elements caused two major contradictions namely the contradiction between the
mainstream consciousness of the state and the diverse demands of the society and the contradiction
between the scientific requirements of scholars and the social demands. While Public History is a feasible
solution to these contradictions.
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