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Historical Records and Historical Studies:

Initial Production and Reproduction of Historical Text
QIAN Mao-wei

(Research Center of Public History , Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)
Abstract : In today’ s era when “historical research” unifies the country, “historical records” can be
added. In order to prevent “historical records” from being misunderstood, historical review” is
found. In order to clarify the difference between historical records and historical research, a pair of
concepts of “initial production and reproduction of historical texts” are refined. Historical record and
compilation are the mainstream of traditional Chinese historiography. There are only historical studies
in the field of history of previous dynasties, while there are two types of historical records and histor-
ical studies in the field of contemporary history. “Historical record” is the initial production activity
of historical text, which is a text construction mechanism. Historical records are incremental studies,
while historical studies are stock studies. Improving the position of historical records and highlighting
the importance of “historical records” can enrich the imagination space of historical activities and re-
alize the shift of the focus of contemporary Chinese history work and talent training. The best way to
strengthen the study of historical records is to build a discipline of historical records, and then take
corresponding effective steps and technologies.
Key Words:: historical records ;historical studies ;historical text initial production; historical text re-

production
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