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From Moral Criticism to Historical Understanding ;. Centered on the Shift of Comments on
the Orthodox Writers of the Three Kingdoms’ History from Song and Ming to Qing

Zhou Jiming

Abstract; Since the emergence of Chen Shou’s Records of the Three Kingdoms in the Western Jin Dynasty, which
regards Wei as the orthodox regime., there has been an ongoing debate on who is the legitimate ruler of the three
kingdoms. However, with the publication of Romance of the Three Kingdoms during the Yuan and Ming dynasties, the
view of Liu being the rightful ruler rather than Cao became deeply ingrained in people’s hearts,thus bringing an end to
the debate on the legitimate ruler of the three kingdoms since the emergence of Records of the Three Kingdoms.
Although there were many theories on the three kingdoms’ legitimate ruler after the emergence of Records of the
Three Kingdoms ,they all based their arguments on their own perspectives. Since the Song and Ming dynasties, those
who advocated the legitimacy of Shu often morally condemned those who were in favor of Wei, with Chen Shou and
Sima Guang as the representatives of the latter group,accusing them of being arbitrary and preferring falsehood over
truth. Although the Qing dynasty continued the moral critique of the theory on three kingdoms’ legitimate ruler, the
mainstream academic viewpoint was more inclined to “put oneself in another people’s shoes” and analyze the theory in
the context of its historical background. This shift of thinking was attributed to the divergence between Song-Ming
Confucianism and Qing Confucianism,with the former emphasizing ethics and morality in their historical analysis,and
the latter placing greater emphasis on empathy and putting oneself in the ancient people’s position. Viewing from the
perspective of global history, this shift coincides with the development trend of Western historiography since the 18th
century, in which the focus shifted from moral critique to historicism. The convergence of Eastern and Western
historiographical trends provides a fascinating topic for scholars of historiographical theory to discuss.

Keywords: Orthodoxy; Controversy over the Orthodoxy of the Three Kingdoms; Moral Critique; Historical

Understanding ; Advocating Wei and Degrading Shu; Advocating Shu and Delegitimazing Wei
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