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On the Evolution of “the World Viewpoint”From Four Ancient Maps

SHAN Chang-cheng
(' School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The ancient map can not only present people’ s spatial vision, but also convey the political and ide—
ological concepts at that time. Both are important parts of “the world viewpoint”. Sui Shan Jun Chuan Tu
shows that “the China of China” is centered on Kyushu Huaxia, recorded in Shang Shu * Yu Gong. Hua Yi
Tu shows that “the China of Asia” is centered on the Central Plains Dynasty. Kun Yu Wang Guo Quan Tu and
Di Qiu Quan Tu show that “the China of the World” belongs to one of the countries in the world. The four
ancient maps have interpreted the ancient people’ s spatial vision and political ideas of the Pre—Qin Dynasty,
Song Dynasty, Ming Dynasty and the late Qing Dynasty, and thus outlined China’ s general evolution of the
ancient “world viewpoint”.

Key words: ancient maps; the world viewpoint; geological space; political concepts
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