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The Spread, Influence and Practice of New Cultural History in
Chinese Mainland in the Past Twenty Years

Yang Hua

Abstract:In the 1970s, the new cultural history became popular in Western academic circles. It was introduced to
Chinese mainland relatively late, but spread very quickly.1999 was the node of its introduction to Chinese mainland. Since
the 21st century. the new cultural history has been widely introduced, and scholars in Chinese mainland have actively
carried out the practice of new cultural history,and achieved fruitful results in the fields of urban history, medical and
health history, physical history.reading history,book history,representation history and memory history. The harvest of
the new cultural history in Chinese mainland is to bring “people” back to the study of history, to exploit new
perspectives,to open up new fields and to explore new historical materials. The main problems include the lack of
originality in theory and method,the fragmentation of research,the lack of classic works in micro-history, the existence
of pan-cultural phenomenon and single cultural determinism.In the future, the study of new cultural history should have
a global perspective and strengthen interdisciplinary cooperation.

Keywords: New Cultural History; Micro-history; Popular Culture; Fragmentation; Pan-culture
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