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Rethinking Fairbank’s China Views: Focused on His Book Trade and Diplomacy on the China Coast
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Abstract: Trade and Diplomacy on the China Coast: The Opening of the Treaty Ports 1842—-1854,
was the representative work in John King Fairbank’s early academic career. It is the first academic work
in western world to use historical archives both in Chinese and other foreign languages to study Chinese
diplomatic history, which expanded the complex historical picture of the interaction between China and
Western nations. At that time, Fairbank broke away from traditional classical Sinology and ethnography
in Western academic circles and initiated a new phase in modern Sinology. Through an analysis of his
writing process and concrete content of his book, the author discusses Fairbank’s views of Manchu-
Han relationship, modernization, and imperialism, and to various degrees other theoretical issues, which
could help us to rethink his China views.
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