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and Western countries’ acquisition of the extraterritoriality in China.

Key words: 7a Tsing Leu Lee, Staunton, motivation of translation, strategy and method of translation

A New Approach to the Study of Sino-Western Literary Relations:
A First Exploration of the “Oriental Novel” in 18th-Century Europe
Jin Wen
Abstract: The “Oriental novel” was a phenomenon in European culture from the late 17th century to the 18th

century. Many European philosophers and writers produced novels with Oriental settings, drawing on elements
of Oriental narrative traditions, which largely shaped the European readers’ imagination of East-West cultural
relations. This cultural phenomenon, which disappeared after the early 19th century, was closely linked to the
dynamics of cultural exchange between Europe and Asia during the Enlightenment—especially the construction of
early Orientalism and early Sinology—as well as the cultural changes within Europe. Investigating the “Oriental
novel” is helpful for understanding the unique picture of mutual learning between East and West in the 18th
century.

Key words: Oriental novel, 18th century, the Enlightenment, Euro-Asian literary relations

On the Paradigms of the General Histories of China Written by French Sinologists in the 20th Century
Sun Yue

Abstract: The three general histories of China written respectively in the early, middle and late 20th
century—Histoire générale de la Chine by Henri Cordier, Histoire et institutions de la Chine ancienne by Henri
Maspero and Etienne Balazs, and Le Monde chinois by Jacques Gernet—had undergone paradigmatic evolution
which can be divided into three types: Dynasty Paradigm, Total Paradigm and an integration of both. The writing
of the Histoire et institutions de la Chine ancienne marks a transition in the paradigmatic evolution. Maspero
paid attention to the materials of economic history with a solid researching foundation on the religions, languages
and ideology of the ancient China, and Balazs introduced the Total Paradigm from the Annales School, which
completely subverted the Dynasty Paradigm inherited in Cordier’s Histoire générale de la Chine and blazed the
way for Gernet’s masterpiece Le Monde chinois, which balanced the Dynasty Paradigm and the Total Paradigm.

Key words: French sinology, general histories of China, the Dynasty Paradigm, the Total Paradigm

Hot Topics and Turns: An Overview of the Study of Shanghai History
in English Academic Circles in the Last Decade
Zhu Tao
Abstract: In recent years, English academic circles have produced many new academic achievements in the
study of Shanghai history, which can be roughly categorized into eight hot topics: class politics and Sino-foreign
relations, economic and commercial development, ethnic studies, modern governance and urban landscape, daily
life in the 20th century, cultural and artistic changes, folk beliefs and local religions, and comparative urban
research. Among the hot topics in the last decade, it can be seen that the research paradigms of urban, imperial
and global history have a great influence on the study of Shanghai history, and there are some changes in the
theoretical methods and academic orientation. These topics have much merit for the education of postgraduates.

The increase of number of dissertations in recent years reflects that the study of Shanghai history is seeing a good
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