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“Revival of Narrative” and “Narrative Turn” in Contemporary Western Historiography

Su Meng

Abstract  ‘“Revival of narrative” and “narrative turn” are critical turns in western practice and
theory of historiography. Due to the shared keyword and seemingly synchronicity most researchers tend to
deem them correlated. However the concepts of “narrative” in “revival of narrative” and “narrative
turn”  in fact are different. For “revival of narrative” revived narratives incarnate a new mode of
historiography and represent a new paradigm. It prefers individual and its interactions with social cultural
context in content with noniner mode in form. For “narrative turn” narratives incarnate the normal
mode of historiography and represent basic features of historical understanding. It centers on events
colligation in content and liner as well as nondiner modes in form. The conceptual differences between
“revival of narrative” and “narrative turn” complicate their relations. Intellectually they both refer to
questions of content and form but diverge in answers in which the former believes some forms can serve to
the promise of historical truth while the later holds that every form would dismantle the truth. Historically
“revival of narrative” and “narrative turn” took place separately but influenced each other on their later
developments. The complexity of their relations illuminates that the interaction mode of theory and
practice are close to “competition” rather “teach and learn” or “division of labor”.

Key words narrative historical narrative revival of narrative narrative turn

Feng Jiasheng and the Resarch on History of Khitan and Liao

Li Yujun & Li Yang

Abstract Feng Jiasheng was a wellknown historian linguist and archaeologist in the 20"
century. Because of his great contribution to the studies of history of Liao he with Chen Shu and Fu
Lehuan was seemed as the “Three Masters of studies of Liao History”. When he was an undergraduate
student influenced by his teachers’ historical patriotism Feng chose the history of Liao as his research
field. He did pioneering researches on the origin philology and customs of the Khitan. Besides he
researched on version source of LIAOSHI and collated it systematically and his achievement was
regarded as “a model for collating traditional history ”. He also actively participated in international
cooperation. The History of Chinese Society Liao ( 907 = 1125)  which was co-edited with American
scholar Wittfogel was regarded as “the first Chinese dynastic history written in English ”. These
pioneering achievements laid the foundation for later scholars’ in-depth research. Prof. Feng’ s good
research studious spirit international vision and sincere patriotism are admirable.

Key words Feng Jiasheng history of Liao history of Khitan
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