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war and expats to gather in designated areas for collective education and repatriation. From January to
April of 1946 Taiwan repatriated nearly 170 000 Japanese prisoners of war and more than 290 000
Japanese expats. Conscript and remaining Japanese expats were repatriated in four batches from August
1946 to December 1948 under strong objections from Taiwanese compatriots. Taiwan’s repatriation of
those Japanese was not only part of China’s repatriation of Japanese expats and prisoners of war after the
War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression but also a reflection of the then complicated situations
both on the island and in the international environment. In particular the Taiwanese compatriots’
personal experience and knowledge of Japanese expats and prisoners of war and their colonial rule are

still worthy of reflection by the people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.

Invisible Symbols: The Planned Construction of the Capital Martyrs” Shrine During
the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression ----------c---e. Yan Hailiang ( 104)

Martyrs” shrines in the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression were erected by the
Kuomintang government for commemorating the martyrs to the War and mobilizing the people. As the
topmost memorial the Capital Martyrs” Shrine would play the leading role in the fourdevel temple
sacrifice system. During the War of Resistance the Kuomintang government’s planning of and preparation
for the Capital Martyr’s Shrine were not only intended to display the state’s veneration of the martyrs and
to shape national consciousness in society but also intensely purposed to highlight a significantly
“domestic and international sight”. Yet in the process of the Shrine’s site selection survey and
handover the Kuomintang government was confronted with objections and resistance from both worshipers
of the traditional cultural heroes Guan Yu and Yue Fei and local interest groups. Further obstructed by
the inflation of prices and lack of funds the construction plan was finally aborted. Despite all this the
construction of the Capital Martyr’s Shrine as a symbol invisibly created an image of “common national
heroes ” transcending places of birth making it possible for the martyrs” symbols created by the
Kuomintang government to be proliferated throughout all levels and to multiple directions and for

memories of the War of Resistance to be reinforced.

John K. Fairbank’s Observations of Kuomintang-Controlled Areas During the War
of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression «----c.ocooooeiiiiiiiiini. Zhang Deming ( 115)

John K. Fairbank once worked in China and had rich personal experience of the Kuomintang—
controlled areas during the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression. In his later memoir and
writings he offered in-depth interpretations of the Kuomintang-controlled areas. He criticized the
Kuomintang’s political economic and educational policies during the War and expressed discontent over
the various maladies of the Kuomintang government. He had extensive contacts with Kuomintang officials
intellectuals and Chinese Communist Party members whom he evaluated differently. In particular he
denounced Chiang Kai-shek and his Chinas Destiny. He also described the social life in Kuomintang—
controlled areas and depicted the circumstances of various social classes. John K. Fairbank’s
observations of Kuomintang-eontrolled areas during the War of Resistance basically reflected the true
situation at that time and influenced his later opinions about the dispute between Kuomintang and the

Chinese Communist Party.



