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The Aftermath of Dingwei Political Conflict:

Centering on Cen Chunxuan Seeking a Comeback and the Response of all Parties
Zhang Jianbin

Abstract: The powerful minister Cen Chunxuan was excluded from the center of political stage during the Dingwei
political conflict in the 33rd year of Emperor Guangxu’s reign. Afterwards, he actively sought for a more powerful
position for himself and was secretly obstructed by various forces in the court. This could be seen as the aftermath of
the political conflict.Cen Chunming, the Governor of Hunan, proposing to select honest and upright officials to patrol
the Yangtze River, was actually voicing out for his brother Cen Chunxuan’s interference with the water affairs
alongside the Yangtze River. The action of Cen Chunming had aroused the dissatisfaction of Duan Fang and Zhang
Zhidong, who were then the governors of China’s southern provinces.Cen Chuming’s proposal was rejected and he was
secretly impeached. The joint suppression of Nanyang and Beiyang camps spread so widely that the key member of the
Cen party Shen Yuqing was also affected, turning the imperial censors into a means to initiate conflicts.Duan Fang, the
Governor of Liangjiang aimed at Cen because the latter casted greedy eyes on his administrative position. Thus,
Duanfang paid special attention to his opponents entrenched in Shanghai, showed an intolerant attitude towards the
various schemes and consensus created surrounding Cen’s comeback. This was clearly revealed in the contents of late
Qing newspapers and magazines, whose intervention with politics was very deep during this period. The process of
Cen’s seeking a comeback reflects the evolution of power structure and the change of political ecology during the time
of Guangxu and Xuantong’s reigns.

Keywords: Cen Chunxuan;Duanfang; Yuan Shikai; Zhang Zhidong; Dingwei Political Conflict
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