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A Comparison of Qian Mu and Liang Shu-ming’s Views

on Democratic Meritocracy
Daniel A. Bell, Li Dongyang

Abstract: Qian Mu and Liang Shu-ming were well-known scholars in twentieth century China. They both opposed
the political path of total Westernization. Starting from the spirit of advocating sagehood, they put forward their respec-
tive views on democratic meritocracy, and aimed to build a modern country on this basis. Qian Mu defended the tradi-
tional politics of the “government of sages”, and then put forward the concept of democratic meritocracy based on “trust
politics”, which ultimately affected his political choices for China. Liang Shu-ming used “the country of reason” as the
basis for understanding traditional society. Qian Mu’s and Liang Shu-ming’s views on democratic meritocracy show the
interconnection between electoral democracy and the idea of valuing the good and the wise, and democratic meritocracy’
s requirements for the moral mission and intellectual ability of political leaders still has great significance to this day.
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