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The Political Upheaval Between Zhengde and Jiajing Reign and
the Trajectory of Reform in the Ming Dynasty

TIAN Shu

(College of History and Culture, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] Since Yongle (7K’R) reign, the most significant political change in the Ming Dynasty was the
political upheaval between Zhengde (IFf#) reign and Jiajing (F&¥%5) reign. The political change caused
by this upheaval has distinctive characteristics of the times. The theme is to remove Yang Tinghe group
(B IEFEE R who forced Emperor Shizong to change his parents. The highlight is the rise of Zhang Cong
and his school, who advocated law and moral consideration to interpret the imperial succession. In the
process of the full transfer of Emperor Wuzong’s imperial power to Emperor Shizong, the old forces were
eliminated, politics invigorated, and its influence continued to the early Wanli (J7JJj) period. In fact,

i

the “Zhang Juzheng reform” is Zhang Juzheng’s political practice of following the Jiajing Political
Innovaton (GEYEHLHT) . or the ripple effect of the innovation. Like Yang Tinghe, Zhang Juzheng did not
succeed in transferring all of the imperial power from Emperor Muzong to Emperor Shenzong, rather, the
Jiajing Political Innovation was submerged in the tide of comprehensive reckoning of Zhang Juzheng, and
it was difficult to carry out a new reform, subsequently the Ming Dynasty went into decline and fell out of
control.

[Key words ] Emperor Shizong of the Ming Dynasty; great rites controversy; Yang Tinghe; Zhang

Cong; Zhang Juzheng; political upheaval; trajectory of the reform
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