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ABSTRACTS

The Great Era Characteristic and Essential Issues in the Study of the Ming-Qing History
Zhao Yifeng
China in the Ming-Qing period confronted a great era of profound transformation in human history. In
this era, the themes of Chinese history mingled with those of global historical changes, presenting an
unprecedented and complicated situation. To study the history of such a special era, three series of issues
should be considered essential, namely, the occurrence of modernity, the ending of imperial system, and
the cohesion movement of Chinese civilization. The study of modernity concerns clarifying the definition of
modernity, cleaning up all kinds of “centrism”, presenting the facts and characteristics which are
compatible with the modernity in Ming-Qing China, and explore the relationship between modernity and
Chinese cultural tradition. The study of imperial system needs to analyze the governmental function and the
feature of political culture of Ming-Qing China, to explain the economic system and developmental level ,
present the way of social organization and life, evaluate the value, belief and knowledge of people in that
era, and to explain the meaning of the “prosperous ages” of this era. The study of the cohesion movement
of the Chinese civilization concerns the examinations of the spatial layout and structure of the Chinese
civilization in this era, the vassal system, the ethnic identity, the administrative integration, and the
relationship of the aforementioned issues. Based on the characteristics of the Ming-Qing history as a
particular field, researchers in this field should pay attention to factual investigation, to learn from social
science but not to convert to social science studies, and to keep balance between macro and micro
researches. As a field of internationalized scholarship, the study of the Ming-Qing history should bear some
responsibility for the retrospection of current human situation, the reason and limitation of the fundamental

institutions of human society.

The Military/Militia Divided Structure and Its Entanglement with Censor System: Official
Organization and Operation in Coastal Defense in Nanzhili Region Chen Boyi

This article focuses on the official organization and operation in the context of coastal defense in the
Nanzhili region of the Ming Dynasty China on the spectrum of Jun/Bing ( Military/Militia initially) divided
structure and its entanglement with the Censor System. It summarizes the structural division of military and
administrative sections, viewing the operation of multiple organization and emphasizes the rising powers of
the Censor System. This study shows, institutionally speaking, how the Ming state responded to the marine
challenges in the sense of systematical entanglement and how the coastal defense was adjusted and further
established along with the process of the unrest. Accordingly, powers shifted gradually to the supervising
Censor System, which could command both the Jun and the Bing sections, with the power enlargement of
Military Defense Circuit and Coastal Defense Circuit. The conscription, mainly targeted to the local militia,
also developed further by using both the administrative power from the Circuit System and the power from the

Censor System under the title of “Imperial Commissioned. ”
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