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On the Historical Formation of the Western Han Policy of

Exclusively Promoting Confucian Teaching

XU Jianwei
(School of Liberal Arts, Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Confucianism as a term before Emperor Wu of the Western Han generally referred to rit-
uals and institutions based on the learning of the Confucian Six Arts. The learning of Six Arts thus
served as the basis for building Western Han political paraphernalia and social ethics, training offi-
cials at all levels, making rites, shaping the image of the imperial court, and constructing a
unified ideology and cultural belief in their contemporary sociopolitical context. Confucian teaching
had been favored in Western Han politics since Emperor Wen, and this trend had continued throughout
the reigns of Emperor Wen and Emperor Jing. The formation of the Western Han policy of exclusively
promoting Confucian teaching accompanied with the making and growing of the Western Han governing
philosophy. It was a gradual process rather than the result of a single political event associated with Em~
peror Wu's personal interest or Confucian scholars’ strong promotion of Confucian teaching.

Key words: Policy of exclusively promoting Confucian teaching; Political practice; Dong Zhongshu;

Western Han academics
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