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for the government of the late Han and Wei dynasties to effectively control grassroots

societies.

Land Survey and Cadastre Compilation in the Middle and Late Southern Song
Dynasty Dai Jianguo (77)

There were two large-scale land surveys in the middle and late Southern Song
Dynasty, namely jingjie (cadastral surveying) starting in the 15th year of the Jiading reign
and jingjie tuipai (inventory calculation) starting in the 5th year of the Jingding reign. The
Jjingjie policy was mainly based on the measurement of land. While for the tuipai policy,
due to the weakness of the state, the government adopted an alternative measure, allowing
the households to report the actual occupation of the land. The jingjie policy implemented
in the area represented by Changshu County is typical in that it constitutes a complete set
of land surveying procedures through field-by-field measurement, registration of owner
and tax information, mapping and numbering to make yulintuce and wulibu. Though
effective, the yulintuce still had several limitations. The land surveying in the middle and
late Southern Song Dynasty was a refinement of Shaoxing’s jingjie policy, adopting a
more mature land register system, which played an important role in the collection and
transfer of taxes while relieving financial difficulties. It also had a profound impact on the

land tax system of later generations.

From Administrative Integration to Political Integration: The Recommendation
System and Local Practices of the Ming Dynasty Xie Yang (100)

In the early Ming Dynasty, the recommendation system was so prevalent that
it had become an ancestral system and was given legitimacy to be implemented
throughout the Ming Dynasty. After its implementation, the shortcomings of

the recommendation system gradually emerged, but as an expedient system for
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selecting talent, it was still implemented in parallel with the official selection after
the qualification evaluation by the Ministry of Personnel. In the middle of the Ming
Dynasty, the power of recommendation was gradually moved from the hands of
the officials in the capital to the Ministry of Personnel. In the late Ming Dynasty,
the number of officials recommended by local governments on their own initiative
gradually increased, which was the result of the top-down integration of local political
and cultural resources by the imperial court through administrative means. The shift of
recommendation from court-led to local government initiative indicates that the central
government integrated local resources and went through a process from administrative
integration to political integration. During this period, the imperial power, as the
fundamental driving force to maintain the existence and operation of the regime and
the centripetal force of local governments, was always the main force working to

achieve political integration.

Diplomacy through the League of Nations after the September 18th Incident and the
Nationalist Government’s Policy toward Japan Hou Zhongjun (122)

After the September 18th Incident, the National Government of the Republic of
China initially adopted a non-resistance policy in the hope that the League of Nations and
other external forces would assist China in stopping the Japanese invasion. The League of
Nations, then led by the United Kingdom and France, aimed to unite the United States to
control the conflict between China and Japan and in case their respective interests would
be affected. The negotiations between the parties on the withdrawal of Japanese troops
and the three successive resolutions issued by the League of Nations did not stop Japan’s
invasion of China, and China gradually recognized the role and limitations of the League
of Nations. In the face of Japan defying the League of Nations resolutions and continuing

to expand its aggression, the Chinese people launched a massive movement against
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