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Fusion and Integration Revealed in the “Frontier” and “China”
in the Perspective of a Multi-ethnic Country:A Discussion Arising
from Between Winds and Clouds : The Making of Yunnan

(Second Century BCE to Twentieth Century CE)
LI Dalong

(Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies ; Chinese Academy of History ; Department of History and Geography
of Chinese Borderland ,University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 10010,China)

Abstract: “Frontier” and “China” are two terms with rich connotations,and how to understand the
relationship between them is the key to understanding the historical formation and development of
China as a multi-ethnic country. There are problems in the academic presupposition about “Yunnan”
and “China” in Between Winds and Clouds : The Making o f Yunnan (Second Century BCE to Twenti-
eth Century CE).Relevant discussions began in the 1950s, among which “China in history” and the
“integrity” of Chinese history were typical, but the problems have not been solved. Only from the u-
nique Chinese concepts of territory,ethnic groups and regime can we clearly see how “China”, where
the past dynasties existed, was integrated with the outside region, which was regarded as the “fron-

é

tier”,and finally into a “unified country”.

Key words: “frontier”; “China”; multi-ethnic country; fusion and integration
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