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Chinese art can be presented on the basis of ancient Chinese culture and from the
perspective of classical Chinese. Using general trends in the development of classical
culture and the vocabulary changes and semantic transformations of the language

»

associated with it, we demonstrate the full face of “art” as it expanded broadly
through ancient China; that is, we take the origin of /i-wen—-yi (ritual—beauty/
appearance—technique ) as a whole. The art of ritual emphasizes the ritual techniques
of the pre-Qin period; the art of literature emphasizes the high status of the written
language in the Han dynasty; the arts of necromancy, astrology, medicine, etc. deal
with the structure of the cosmic void and actuality following the Wei and Jin
dynasties; the art of leisure stems from the aesthetic consciousness of literati gardens
from the mid-Tang and Song dynasties; with the Song capitals also being
distinguished for the art of performance found in their entertainment venues; and the
art of craftsmanship founded on The Book of Diverse Crafts (kaogong ji ) and well
developed in the Song dynasty. These six types of art not only represent the main
trend of the times in the development of classical art, but also became components of

an art system that developed unceasingly in ancient China.

Han and Tang Precedents and the Politics of the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms
He Yuhong « 186

Under the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms, Han and Tang precedents played
an important role in Chinese history as the country moved from division to
integration. The good governance of the Han and Tang was constantly narrated and
imitated in the political setting of the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms. In political
propaganda and the construction of regime legitimacy, rulers claimed descent from
Han and Tang emperors or famous officials, indicating the political message of the
Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms’ inheritance of Han and Tang rule. This

demonstrates a distinctive feature of the era: rulers “traced back to historical roots”

< ) 3

instead of “constructing the Mandate of Heaven” and “ winner take all.” The
systemic reconstruction of the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms aimed to achieve the
continuation of policies and stability of rule by imitating and following the old Han
and Tang precedents. Han and Tang governance, with its emphasis on the
significance of virtuous rule, benevolence, and civil administration, was regarded as
an ideal political model, and returning to the unity of the Han and Tang dynasties
was thus established as the direction of governance of the Five Dynasties and Ten
Kingdoms. This process presents a new perspective that allows us to discard the
cognitive framework of the rise and fall of dynasties and of the difference in political
systems between border peoples and the Han. This offers a new viewpoint that
enables us to go deep into the inner spirit of political operations and ideas and observe

the continuous nature of Chinese history.
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